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Nature from the ftorrii 

Shihes out afrclh ; and through the lighten'd air 
A higher luftre, and a clearer calm, 

Diffufive tremble. Thomfin’s Summer. 

2. To exonerate; to unload. J 

welinST^w’ 3nd C3ft forth the wares that 
were in the fhip into the fea, to lighten it of them. Jon. i. 

3. 1 o make lefs heavy. J ‘ 

Long fince with woe 
Nearer acquainted, now I feel by proof. 

That fellowlhip in pain divides not fmart. 

Nor lightens aught each man’s peculiar load. Pared. Rev. 

r <r Strive 

In offices of love how we may lighten 

Each other’s burden. Milt. Pa. Loll. 

4. 1 o exhilarate ; to cheer. 

A trufty villain, very oft, 

When I am dull with care and melancholy. 

Lightens my humour with his merry jells. Shakefpeare. 
The audience are grown weary of continued melancholy 
Icenes; and few tragedies (hall fucceed in this age, if they 
are not lightened with a courfe of mirth. Dr yd. Span. Friar. 

Li'chter. *./ [from light, to make light.] A heavy boat into 
which mips are lightened or unloaded. 

They have cock boats for paflengers, and lighters for bur- 
t“ en ‘ . Carew's Survey of Cornwall. 

He climb’d a ftranded lighter’s height. 

Shot to the black abyfs, and plung’d downright. Pope. 

Li'ghterman. n.f. [lighter and man.] One who manages a 
lighter. 

Where much fhipping is employed, whatever becomes of 
the poor merchant, multitudes of people will be certain 
gainers; as fhipwrights, butchers, carmen, and lightermen. 

Child’s Difiourfi on Trade. 

Lightfi'ngered. adj. [light and finger.] Nimble at con¬ 
veyance; thievifh. 

I»i'ghtfoot. adj. [light and foot.] Nimble in running or 
dancing; a&ive. 

And eke the lightfoot maids that keep the deer. Spenfer. 

Him fo far had born his lightfoot Heed, 

Pricked with wrath and fiery fierce difdain. 

That him to follow was but fruitlefs pain. Fairy Queen. 

And all the troop of lightfoot Naiades 
Flock all about to fee her lovely face. Spenfer's Fa. Qu. 

Lichtfo'ot. n.f. Vcnifon. A cant word. 

Lichthe'aded. ad. [light and head.] 

1. Unfteady; loofe; thoughtlefs; weak. 

The Englilh liturgy, how pioufly and wifely foever framed, 
had found great opposition ; the ceremonies had wrought only 
upon lightheaded, weak men, yet learned men excepted 
againft fome particulars. Clarendon. 

2. Delirious ; difordcred in the mind by difeafe. 

Lighthe'adedness. n. f. Dc-Iirioufncfs ; diforder of the 

mind. 

Lighthe'aRTED. adj. [light and heart.] Gay; merry; airy; 
cheerful. 

JLightho'use. n.f. [light and hoUfe.] An high building, at 
the top of which lights are hung to guide Ihips at lea. 

He charged himtelf with the rifque of fuch veflels as car¬ 
ried corn in winter; and built a pharos or lighthoufe. Arbutb. 

Build two poles to the meridian, with immenfo lighthoufes 
on the top of them. Arbuthnot and Pope. 

Lightle'gged. adj. [light and leg.] Nimble; fwift. 

Lightlegged Pas has got the middle fpace. Sidney. 

Li'ght-less. adj. [from light.] Wanting light; dark. 

Li'ghtly. adv. [from light.] 

1. Without weight. 

This grave partakes the flclhly birth, 

Which cover lightly, gentle earth. 

2. Without deep impreffion. 

The foft ideas of the cheerful note, 

Lightly receiv’d, were eafily forgot. 

3. Eafily; readily; without difficulty ; of courfe. 

If they write or fpeak publickly but five words, one of 
them is lightly about the dangerous eflate of the church of 
England in refpedl of abufed ceremonies. Hooker, b. iv. 

Believ’t not lightly that your fon 
Will not exceed the common, or be caught 
With cautclous baits and practice. Shakefp. Conolantts. 

Short Summer lightly has a forward fpring. ShakeJp. 
The traitor in fafhon lightly goeth away with it. Ba.on. 

4. Without reafon. ..,<•»/ 

Flatter not the rich; neither do thou willingly or hgbtly 
appear before great perfonages. Taylor s Guide. 

Let every man that hath a calling be diligent in puriu- 
ancc of its employment, fo as not lightly, or without rcafon- 
ablc occafion, to ncgledt it. Taylor’s Holy Living. 

5. Without affliction ; cheerfully. 

3 Bid that welcome 

■Which comes to punilh us, and wc punifh it. 

Seeming to bear it lightly. ShakeJp. Ant. and Cleopatra , 


Benj. fohnfon. 


Prior. 


6v Not chaftly. 

hen on a fudden, Torifmond appear’d. 
Gave me his hand and led me lightly o’er • 


Lightmi nded. adj. [light and mind.] Unfettled; unfteadv 

I. Levity; want of weight; abfence of weight. 

Some are for mails of (hips, as fir and°pine, becaufe of 
their length, ftraightnefs, and ligbtnefs. Bacon'i NatJM 

Suppofe many degrees of littlenefs and ligbtnefs in particle*! 
fo as many m.ght float in the air a good while before ffiey 

». unllcafcr , 

For, unto knight there is no greater fflame. 

Than ligbtnefs and inconflancy in love. Fain 9u,n- 
Of two things they muft chufe one; namely, whether 
ffiey would, to their endlefs difgrace, with ridiculous/#W ; , 
difmifs him, whofc reftitut.on they had in fo importunate 
manner defired, or elfe condefcend unto that demand. Hosier 
As I blow this feather from my face. 

Obeying with my wind when I do blow. 

And yielding to another when it blows. 

Commanded always by the greateft guff; 

Such is the ligbtnefs of you common~men. 

3. Unchaftity ; want of condudl in women. 

Is it the difdain of my eflate, or the opinion of my light- 
nefs, that have emboldened fuch bafe fancies towards me ? 

. , Sidney, b. ii. 

Can it be. 

That modefty may more betray our fenfc, 

Than woman’s ligbtnefs. Shakefp. Meafure for Meafvrc. 

4. Agility; nimblenefs. 

Ll'GHTNlNG. n.f. [from lighten, lightening , lightning.] 

1. The flafh that attends thunder. 


Shakefpeart. 


Lightning is a great flame, very bright, extending every 
:e, fuddenly darting upwards, and there 
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way to a great diflance, 
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ending, fo that it is only momentancous. Mufibenbroek. 
Scnfe thinks the lightning bom before the thunder; 
What tells us then they both together are ? Davies. 

Salmoneus, fuff’ring cruel pains I found 
For emulating Jove; the rattling found 
Of mimick thunder, and the glitt’ring blaze 
Of pointed lightnings , and their forky rays. Dryd. /F.n. 

No warning of the approach of flame. 

Swiftly, like fudden death, it came; 

Like travellers by lightning kill’d, 

I burnt the moment I beheld. Granville. 

2. Mitigation; abatement. 

How oft when men are at the point of death, 

Have they been merry ? which their keepers call 
A lightning before death. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

We were once in hopes of his recovery, upon a kind mef- 
fage from the widow; but this only proved a lightning before 
death. Addifin's Spectator, N°. 51 j. 

Lights, n.f. [fuppofed to be called fo from their lightnefs in 
proportion to their bulk.] The lungs ; the organs of breath¬ 
ing. 

The complaint was chiefly from the lights, a part as of no 
quick fenfe, fo no feat for any fharp difeafe. Hayward. 

Li'ghtsome. adj. [from light.] 

1. Luminous; not dark ; not obfeure ; not opake. 

Neither the fun, nor any thing fenfible is that light itfelf, 
which is the caufe that things are lightfome, though it make 
itfelf, and all things elfe, vifible; but a body moll enlighten¬ 
ed, by whom the neighbouring region, which the Greeks 
call aether, the place of the fuppofed element of fire, is effect¬ 
ed and qualified. Raleigh. 

White walls make rooms more lightfome than black. Bac. 
Equal pofture, and quick fpirits, are required to make co¬ 
lours lightfome. Bacons Nat. Hijhry. 

The Sun 

His courfe exalted through the Ram had run 
Through Taurus, and the lightj'ome realms of love. Dr)d. 

2. Gay; airy; having the power to exhilarate. . 

It fuiteth fo fitly with that lightfome affection of joy, 
wherein God delighteth when his faints praife him. Hooker. 

The lightfome paffion of joy was not that which now often 
ufurps the name; that trivial, vaniffiing, fuperfic.al thing, 
that only gilds the apprehenfion, and plays upon the furfeoe 
of the foul. , South’s Sermons. 

Li'ghtsomeness. n.f. [from lightfome.] 

1. Luminoufncfs; not opacity; not obfeunty; not darkfome- 
nefs. it 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lai 
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It is to our atmofphere that the variety of colours, which 
arc painted on the Ikies, the lightfomenefs of our air, and the 
twilight, are owing. Cheyne's Phtlofophical Principles. 

2. Cheerfulncfs; merriment; levity. 

Ligna'loes. n.f. [lignum aloes, Latin.] Aloes wood. 

The vallies fpread forth as gardens by the river s fide, as 
the trees of lignaloes which the Lord hath planted, and as 
cedar trees befide the water. Num. xxiv. 6. 

Li'cneous. adj. [Jigneus, Latin; ligneux, French.] Made of 
wood ; wooden ; refembling wood. 

It Ihould be tried with Ihoots of vines, and roots of red 
rofes; for it may be they, being of a more ligneous r nature, 
will incorporate with the tree itfelf. Bacons Nat. Hijl. 

Ten thoufand feeds of the plant harts-tongue, hardly 
make the bulk of a pepper-corn: now the covers, and the 
true body of each feed, the parenchymous and ligneous part 
of both, and the fibres of thofe parts, multiplied one by an¬ 
other, afford a hundred thoufand millions of formed atoms, 
but how many more we cannot define. Grew's Cofinol. 

LIGNUMVITsE. n.f. [Lut.] Guiacum ; a very hard wood. 

It hath pinnated leaves; the flower confifts of feveral pe¬ 
tals, which are placed orbicularly, and expand in form of 
a rofe; the pointal of the flower, which arifes from the cen¬ 
ter of the calyx, becomes a flcfhy, roundilh, llony fruit, or 
the ffony feeds are furrounded with a thin pulp. Miller. 

Li'gure. n.f. A precious Hone. 

The third row a ligure, an agate, and an amcthyfl. Exod. 

LIKE. adj. [lie, Saxon; liik, Dutch.J 

1. Refembling; having relemblance. 

Whom art thou like in thy greatnefs. Ezek. xxxi. 2. 

His fon, or one of his illuftrious name, 

How like the former, and almoft the fame. Dryd. AIn. 

As the earth was defigned for the being of men, why 
might not all other planets be created for the like ufes, each 
for their own inhabitants. Bentley's Sermons. 

This plan, as laid down by him, looks liker an univerfal 
art than a diftindl logick. Baker’s Refieti. on Learning. 

2. Equal; of the fame quantity. 

More clergymen were impoverifhed by the late war, than 
ever in the like fpace before. Sprat's Sermons. 

3. [For likely.] Probable; credible. 

The trials were made, and it is like that the experiment 
would have been effectual. Bacon's Natural Hiflory. 

4. Likely; in a Hate that gives probable expeditions. This 
is, I think, an improper, though frequent, ufe. 

If the duke continues thefe favours towards you, you are 
like to be much advanced. Shakefpeare’s Twelfth Night. 

He is like to die for hunger, for there is no more bread. 

, Jcr. xxxviii. a. 

The yearly value thereof is already increafcd double of that 
it was within thefe few years, and is like daily to rife higher, 
till it amount to the price of our land in England. Davies 
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thcmfelves to Arid rules. " Clarendon, b7vii\. 

If his rules of reafon be not better fuited to the Mind than 
his rules for health are fitted to our bodies, he is not like to 
be much followed. Baker’s Refiefiions on Learning. 

Like. n.f. [I his fubffantive is feldom more than the adjec¬ 
tive ufed elliptically; the like for the like thing , or like 
per fin.] 

i. Some perfon or thing refcmblimr another. 

He was a man, take him for all in all, 

I Ihall not look upon his like again. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Every hie is not the fame, O Cxfar. Shake/. %l. Cee/ar. 

Though there have been greater fleets for number, yet for 
the bulk ot the Hups never the like. Bacons JVar with Spain. 

Albeit an eagle did bear away a lamb in her talons, yet a 
raven endeavouring to do the like was held entangled. Hayw. 

One offers, and in offering makes a flay; 

Another forward fets, and doth no more • 

A third the like ’ DaniePs Civil JVar. 

His defire 

By converfation with his like to help. 

Or folace his defeds. Milton's Paradifi Lofi, b. viii. 
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Like as a father pitieth his children, fo the Lord piticth 
them that fear him. Pfal. ciii. 13. 

Are wc proud and pnffionate, malicious and revengeful ? 
Is this to be //^-minded with Chrifl, who was meek and 
lowly ? Tillotfon’s Sermons. 

What Will be my confufion; When he fees me 
Neglected, and forfaken like himfelf. Philips’s Difl. Mother . 

They roar’d like lions caught in toils, and rag’d ; 

The man knew what they were, who heretofore 

Had feen the like lie murther’d on the fhore. JValler . 

2. In fuch a manner as befits. 

Be flrong, and quit yourfelves like men; 1 Sam. 2 V. 9. 

3. Likely; probably. A popular ufe not analogical. 

I like the work well, ere it be demanded. 

As like enough it will. I’d have it copied. Shakcfpcare. 
To Like. v. a. [lican, Saxon; Hi ken, Dutch.] 

1. To chufe with fome degree of preference. 

As nothing can be fo reafonably fpoken as tof content all 
men, fo this fpeech was not of them all liked. 'Kno/les. 

He gave fuch an account as made it appear that be tiled 
the defign. Clarendon, b. viii. 

We like our prefent circumflances well, and dream of no 
change. Atterbury s Sermons. 

2. To approve ; to view' with approbation, not fondnefs. 

He flayed behind to bring the fhepherds writh whofn he 
meant to confer to breed the better Ztlmane’s liking, which 
he only regarded. Sidney, b. i. 

Though they did not like the evil he did, yet they liked 
him that did the evil. Sidney, b. ii. 

He grew content to mark their fpecches, then to marvel at 
fuch wit in fhepherds, after to like their company. Sidney. 

He proceeded from looking to liking, and from liking to 
loving. Sidny. 

For feveral virtues 

I have lik'd feveral women; never any 

With fo full foul. Shakefpeare’s Tempefl. 

I look’d upon her with a foldiet’s eye; 

That liked, but had a rougher tafk in hand 
Than to drive liking to the name of love. Shakcfpcare. 
Scarce any man paffes to a liking of fin in others, but by 
firft prachfing it himfelf, South’s Sermons[ 

Bealts can like, but not dillinguifh too, 

^Nor their own liking by refledlion know. 

able to. 


Drydcn. 


L'EJlrange's Fab. 


Two likes may be miflaken. 

She’d fludy to reform the men. 

Or add fome grains of folly more. 

To women than they had before ; 

This might their mutual fancy ftrike. 

Since cv’ry being loves its like. c .- 

2. Near approach ; a flate like to another ftate A 7 
mon, but not jufl. “ A “' n ' e com * 

LiJif Jto? Uke * haVe bCen mYy “““■ °v"«hr 0 o ™ 0thCI RaJ™Z 

1. In the fame manner; in the fame manner as 

Whihfjr nymphs ’ , and li S h,foot fairies. 

Which thither came to hear their mufick fweet; 

Now hearing them fo heavily lament, 

Bike heavily lamenting from them wont. Spenf 


5. Toplcafe; to be agreeable to. Now difufed. 

Well hoped he, ere long that hardy gucfl, 

If ever covetous hand, or luflful eye. 

Or lips he laid on thing that lik’d him bell. 

Should be bis prey. Spenfer's Fairy Queen, b. ii. 

Say, my fair brother now, if this device 
Dfi hke you, or may you to like entice. HubbercTs Tale 
I ins defire being recommended to her majellv, it liked 
her to include the fame within one entire ieafe. J ' Baccr 
He ffiaH dwell where it liketh him bell. Deut. xxiii. 16' 
r a er n lcarn > as them, to defpife 

To W r?4 SOU, >i. 

I 'd»lt Pl “ fal “ th “ /brf ° re the lh! "S WroveJ. 

a . n J thin f more tha n of God they could not by any 
means like, as long as whatfoever they knew befide.; r 7 
gey^ apprehended it not in itfelf witLu^pentn^ ^on 

The young foldiers did with fuch cheerfulnefs^^Vthlc 

Sts.-; s,‘: Sr: y? «S 

Liveliness. \ n 'f- [fro m likely.] 
x ' A PPoarance; Ihew. Obfolcte. 

hat: of his heart perceive you in his face 
By any likelihood he Ihow’d to-dav l * 

d Wlt ^ 110 m3n here he is offended C/ z /1 

2. Refemblance; likcneff. Obfolete * Sba **fare. 

A. by"’low, bSwtg 2 $ C * r “"• 

. s - 

3 - Probability ; verif,militude a d re P robaUwi - Raleigh. 
As it noteth one foch to ^? pCarance ot tr “th. 

, S M have been in that age, fo ha j 

there 
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